SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 24th January 2005, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Downing






   "   D Gale





   "   J Gurney






   "   M McMurdo





   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   G White

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Frood, Mrs Gautier-Groom and Jaeger.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(105/04)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

	Cllr Aldis
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	Governor, Maple Tree Lower School, Allotment holder

	Cllr Downing
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	Life Member Sandy Colts F.C.
	

	Cllr Gale
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	President Sandy Colts F.C., Life Member Sandy Cricket Club

	Cllr Gurney
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	Life Member Sandy Cricket Club

	Cllr Osborne
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges & 7 Estimates of Expenditure
	Chairman of Sandy Football Club

	Cllr Pettitt
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	Vice President Sandy Colts Football Club
Vice President Sandy Cricket Club

	Cllr Sharman
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	Governor Maple Tree Lower


(b)  Personal Interests 

	Cllr Blaine
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges
	Governor Maple Tree Lower School

	Cllr Scott
	Agenda item 6 – Scale of Charges 
	President Sandy Football Club


3. SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS




(106/04)

(a) Capital Account – Ivel Park

The Receipts and Payments Account for the Capital Account – Ivel Park, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.
There was some discussion over the amount reserved for a possible Town Centre Car Park and also the items on the “support in principle” list.
RESOLVED: (a) That the current and end of year projected positions in respect of the Capital Account be noted.

(b) That a future meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to review both the allocated funds and the “support in principle” list in the Capital Account. 

(b) Repairs and Renewals Fund


The Receipts and Payments Account for the Repairs and Renewals Fund, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.
The Mayor pointed out that in past years an amount had been allocated to the Repairs and Renewals Fund to pay for planned expenditure.

RESOLVED: That the current and end of year projected positions in respect of the Repairs and Renewals Fund be noted.
4.  MINUTES AND REPORTS 





(107/04)
Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th December 2004 (Estimates only items – Minute No. F62/04).
RESOLVED: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted (Estimates only items – (Minute No. F62/04).

RECOMMENDATIONS: There were none.

MATTERS ARISING - There were none.

5.  EXPENDITURE FROM SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS

(108/04)

(a) Capital Account

RESOLVED: That the following expenditure be approved from the Capital Account for 2005/2006, (See also item 7 Minute No. 110/04):
	Re-surfacing approximately 11m footpath into car park from High Street (South East side)
	£1800

	Additional double yellow lining, no parking lettering and no parking hatching, Car Park
	£  700

	Re-surface footway around War Memorial and secure stone steps
	£2217

	War memorial cleaning and refurbishing
	£1100

	Replacement Camera for Bedford Road 

Recreation Ground
	£4300

	Infra red lighting (3 lights) Bedford Road Rec. Ground
	£3000

	Proposed alterations to Council Offices
	£5500

	Galvanised gate for Bedford Road Recreation Ground
	£1396


TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT                                                       £20,013



(b) Repairs and Renewals Fund

RESOLVED: That the following expenditure be approved from the Repairs and Renewals Fund for 2005/2006:


	Blades for Sisis slitter
	£  280

	Strimmer, Robin - Brushcutter
	£  430


TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE 

REPAIRS AND RENEWALS FUND                               £  710

FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a contribution of £1500.00 be made to the Repairs and Renewals Fund for 2005/2006.

6.  SCALE OF CHARGES 2005/2006

 (109/04)

Members who had declared Interests under Minute No. 105/04 did not speak or vote upon the items specific to their own declarations.

RESOLVED: That taking into account the observations/recommendations in the Clerk’s Report the Scale of Charges levied by Sandy Town Council be increased to the amounts now agreed in the new Scale of Charges APPENDIX “A” – COPY ATTACHED).

Members noted that the increases were on average 3% although Memorial fees had been increased by a first stage increase of 50% to attempt to bring them more into line with other local councils.

7. ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2005/2006  
(110/04)

Members considered the Annual Estimates Information and the various alternatives that had been suggested.

Expenditure

The following changes were made to the proposed expenditure items:

Miscellaneous


6176 Contribution to R/R Fund. Increase to £1500.00.
6186 J.M.C. Contribution. Reduce 2005/2006 to £6500.00.

Income

It was noted that the increased charges agreed earlier during the meeting would produce additional income of approximately £600.00 which would need to be included within the Income sheets.

RESOLVED: That the following proposed items of Special Expenditure from the Revenue Account be approved and included in the Budgetary Proposals for 2005/2006:



	Lockable chemical storage container, Stratford Rd Depot
	£    160.00

	Re-surface hard play area, Bedford Rd Rec. Ground

	£ 3,661.00*

	Football nets - Snr x 1 set, Sunderland Rd Rec Ground
	£      55.00

	Football nets - Jnr x 1 set, Sunderland Rd Rec Ground
	£      45.00

	Hire of scarifier, Cricket Club
	£    250.00

	Repair to Stratford Rd Pedestrian Gate
	£    387.00

	Repair to Riddy footbridge
	£    535.00

	Planting of middle bed at Faynes Corner
	£  1000.00

	Replacement wiring to automatic sprinkler heads at the Bowling Green, Sunderland Road
	£    853.70

	Verti-draining – hire of machinery, Sunderland Rd
	£     600.00


* £6,472.00 less £2,811.00 Section 106 money

TOTAL APPROVED SPECIAL REVENUE ITEMS    £   7546.70
Members then considered a number of items, which had arisen since the meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 13.12.04:
Proposed works to Council Offices at Cambridge Road

RESOLVED: That a sum of £5,500.00 be included in the list of expenditure from the Capital Account (see item 5, Minute No 108/04) for the proposed works to the Council Offices.

Proposed New Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

RESOLVED: That a sum of £1,396.00 be included in the list of expenditure from the Capital Account (see item 5, Minute No 108/04) for the supply and installation of a galvanised gate to the vehicle entrance of Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

Verti-draining Sunderland Road Playing Field

RESOLVED: That a sum of £600.00 be included in the list of Special Revenue items above for the hire of a Verti-drain machine.

Skip hire for Bedford Road Pavilion

The Mayor retired from the Chamber during the consideration of this item.

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to hire a skip as soon as possible for the removal of waste material from the pavilion area and that the cost be funded from the 2004/2005 Contingency Fund.


Precept
In the light of the increased income and the new agreed purchases/projects, Members moved to consider the level of Precept required to fund the Town Council’s activities during the Financial Year 2005/2006.
RESOLVED: That in view of the now approved Income and Expenditure Estimates and additional items a:-
Precept of £298,312.00
Be requested from Mid Bedfordshire District Council for the financial Year commencing 1st April 2005.
It was noted that this represented the same Council Tax Figure per ‘D’ Band property as for the financial year 2004/2005 and that therefore there had been no increase.

8. PRESS RELEASE


(111/04)

RESOLVED: That a Press Release be issued advising the electorate that Sandy Town Council is happy that it has been able to hold the level of Precept for individual households in 2005/2006 to the same level as that of 2004/2005, that is, £73.08 per band ‘D’ Property.
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